
PROF. PAULINA VERGARA-SAAVEDRA (UCH) & PROF. XENIA FUSTER-FARFÁN (UdeC) 

Title: Gender, intersectionality and disasters, and the role of women community leaders in 
housing reconstruction.   

This presentation (in Spanish) discusses the role and challenges of women who lead reconstruction 
processes after socio-natural disasters. Based on the studies carried out by the authors in their 
experience mainly after the earthquake and tsunami in Chile (2010), focusing on a reflection on 
intersectional living, it is possible to reread the reconstruction processes, identifying how disasters 
affect the experiences of the affected people in a differentiated and unequal way. Based on 
ethnographic work, focus groups and interviews, the situated experience of three women, 
inhabitants of the territories of Llico, Arauco and Constitución, is analyzed. The above is 
complemented by the latest research (work in progress) that is being studied within the framework 
of the international project Gender-In (Spain, Uruguay, Dominican Republic, Chile) to which both 
researchers belong. 
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